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FAFSA, Financial Aid, and Scholarships

Module motivations

❖ Managing financial aid infrastructures is a major 
challenge for students. 

❖ Common challenges SWFT students have discussed 
are lack of clarity around financial aid topics to fund 
their education.

❖ Major changes will occur to FAFSA  and its important 
for students to understand how to navigate ahead of 
time or they may be left in precarious situations.

CNAs will be able to… 
Understand common mistakes made when navigating 
FAFSA and also learn local resources to learn more on their 
own as well as local scholarships for continuing education. 

Topics Include

❖ New changes to FAFSA 2024
❖ Common mistakes students make with 

FAFSA.
❖ Meet a financial advisor from Parkland and 

learn more about their FAFSA workshops.
❖ Parkland College Scholarship Application.
❖ Strategies on funding continued education 

(Scholarships, work study, fellowships, etc.).
❖ Scholarships and opportunities in Illinois for 

continuing education such as BA in 
Nursing.



Changes to the FAFSA in 2024

1. The FAFSA Will Be Much Shorter

❖ < 50 Questions  (in 2024)
❖ Previously had over 100 questions

2. New  Release Date (Dec 31)

3.  EFC (Expected Family Contribution) 
changing to SAI (Student Aid Index).

4.   Financial Need is Calculated Differently

❖ Cost of Attendance (COA) – Student Aid 
Index (SAI) – Other Financial Assistance 
(OFA) = Financial need



Changes to the FAFSA in 2024

7. Discount Eliminated for Multiple Children in 
College

5. No Financial Consequences for Contributions 
Made by Others

6. Need a FSA ID To Complete the FAFSA 

❖ Anyone required to fill out part of student’s 
FAFSA including parent, spouse, need FSA ID 
and password.



Recommended Resources by the Financial 
Aid Office



Federal Student Aid - https://studentaid.gov 

● Federal Student Aid Website. 

● Has helpful information for 
students as well as parents.

● Demonstrates how to apply 
for financial aid. 

● Also keeps track of how 
many loans you have taken 
out and creating a loan 
payment program. 

https://studentaid.gov


Illinois Student Association Commission - www.isac.org/ 

https://www.isac.org/


Common Mistakes Students Make With the FAFSA

1. NOT FILLING OUT THE FORM AT ALL!!
● There are so many valuable resources available to 

help you fill it out - we’ll go over them later!
● Just because you don’t think you’ll qualify, doesn’t 

necessarily mean you won’t qualify.

2. Not filing the FAFSA Form by the 
Deadline!
It is recommended that you fill out the FAFSA AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE to qualify for the most aid and to get the 
process out of the way! An application timeline is given 
later on in this module.



Common Mistakes Students Make With the FAFSA

3. Not getting an FSA ID 
before filling out the FAFSA 
Form

4. Not using your FSA ID to 
start the FAFSA Form

You must select 
Option 1 when 
accessing your 

FAFSA form, and 
submit your own 

FSA ID.



Common Mistakes Students Make With the FAFSA

5. Inputting incorrect information
● Confusing parent information with student 

information.
● Entering info that doesn’t match your FSA ID info.
● Amount of your Income tax.

6. Not reporting required information
● Parent information if you are considered a 

dependent student.



Common Mistakes Students Make With the FAFSA

7. Listing only one college you’re considering
● https://studentaid.gov/articles/10-fafsa-mistakes-to-av

oid/

8. NOT SIGNING THE FAFSA FORM!!

https://studentaid.gov/articles/10-fafsa-mistakes-to-avoid/
https://studentaid.gov/articles/10-fafsa-mistakes-to-avoid/


Restrictions for International Students/Green Card Holders

● Need to be US citizen or eligible non-citizen for 
federal aid

○ Eligible non-citizen
○ Undocumented students - there is a MAP 

(Monetary Award Program) grant in the state of 
illinois

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens
https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/grants/monetary-award-program/
https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/grants/monetary-award-program/


FAFSA Support Offered by Parkland’s Financial Aid Office

Drop-in Hours
The Financial Aid Office is open M-F, 8am - 5pm. 
Someone will be available during those hours to 
assist students in filling out the FAFSA. 
Documents to bring with you:
● Tax Forms
● SSN, or Alien Registration Number (if not a 

U.S. citizen)
● Income Records
● Bank Statements, and
● FSA ID.

Office: U286 | Phone: 217-351-2222 
Email: finaid@parkland.edu



FAFSA Completion Nights 

Parkland hosts FAFSA Completion Nights for students 
and their families. Students can come in with their 
contributors, along with the below documents, and be 
provided assistance and computers to fill out the FAFSA. 
Click here to learn more!

Location: Parkland College, Room B119

Documents to bring with you:
● Tax Forms
● SSN, or Alien Registration Number (if not a U.S. 

citizen)
● Income Records, Bank Statements, and
● FSA ID.

https://www.parkland.edu/Main/About-Parkland/Department-Office-Directory/Financial-Aid-and-Veteran-Services/FAFSA-Simplification


FAFSA Support Offered by Parkland’s Financial Aid Office

Support Via Parental 
Outreach

The Financial Aid Office is willing to reach 
out to students’ parents/guardians and let 
them know that they can still help the 
student fill out the FAFSA without being 
financially responsible for the student’s 
education.



How to access the portal 
and apply

● Parkland Foundation 
Scholarships Application

● Illinois Nursing Education 
Scholarships Program

● Nursing School Scholarships 
(accreditedschoolsonline.org)

https://parkland.scholarships.ngwebsolutions.com/CMXAdmin/Cmx_Content.aspx?cpId=1200
https://parkland.scholarships.ngwebsolutions.com/CMXAdmin/Cmx_Content.aspx?cpId=1200
https://www.illinoisnurses.foundation/scholarships/#1545163428011-bd98849a-64b1
https://www.illinoisnurses.foundation/scholarships/#1545163428011-bd98849a-64b1
https://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/nursing/scholarships/
https://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/nursing/scholarships/


Financial Aid Offers & Packages

Colleges will apply federal financial aid 
offers that you qualify for to your financial 
aid package first, and then apply internal 
scholarships and aid.

The example financial aid letter to the 
right summarizes the cost of attendance 
at the top, and then summarizes the 
financial aid this student was offered at 
the bottom.

Example financial aid letter from 
the University of Illinois.



Financial Aid Offers & Packages - Appealing

Should you feel as though the Financial Aid Offer you received does not accurately 
reflect your financial need, there are a few options available to appeal. Speak to a 
Financial Aid Advisor to begin these processes and learn more!
● Special Circumstance - Dependents

○ Parent became unemployed or had a decrease in income
○ Medical/Dental Expenses that used up 10% or more of parental income
○ Parental Divorce or Separation
○ Parental Death
○ One Time Incomes
○ Reductions in Untaxed Income

● Same circumstances apply for independents,                                                                          
but it will just be based on your income rather                                                                     
than parental income(s)



Financial Aid Offers & Packages - Appealing

Additional Loan Offers
Parkland does not initially offer you all the loans you are eligible for. You can 
speak with the Financial Aid Office to access additional loan money.

Appealing Due to Financial Aid Suspension
You must meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to receive financial 
aid. The first time you do not meet SAP, you are given one semester to 
improve the requirements you are not fulfilling. If you are unable to do so, 
you must fill out a Financial Aid Appeal form to continue receiving aid.

Meet with a Financial Aid Advisor to see your SAP status! It includes GPA, credit hours 
taken, and successful completion of attempted courses.

Speak to a Financial Aid Advisor to begin these processes and learn more!



❖ Seven Major FAFSA Changes: What Families Need to Know | Kiplinger
❖ FAFSA Changes Are Coming: What You Need To Know – Forbes Advisor
❖ FAFSA application, pathway to student aid, to be simplified for 2024-25 

(usatoday.com)
❖ Resources for Community College Students - Jack Kent Cooke 

Foundation (jkcf.org)
❖ Parkland SAP (Satisfactory Academic Progress)
❖ Illinois Nursing Education Scholarships Program
❖ FAFSA® Deadlines *
❖ Illinois Monetary Award Program (MAP) *

Sources

https://www.kiplinger.com/personal-finance/credit-debt/loans/student-loans/602186/fafsa-application-changes-are-coming
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/fafsa-changes-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2023/08/06/fafsa-simplified-2024-25-what-to-expect/70441059007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2023/08/06/fafsa-simplified-2024-25-what-to-expect/70441059007/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/undergraduate-transfer-scholarship/resources-for-community-college-students/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/undergraduate-transfer-scholarship/resources-for-community-college-students/
https://www.parkland.edu/Main/About-Parkland/Department-Office-Directory/Financial-Aid-and-Veteran-Services/Eligibility/Satisfactory-Academic-Progress
https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/scholarships/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/fafsa-deadlines
https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/grants/monetary-award-program/

